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Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level that is more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW 

> ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, and the affiliated institutions. You can type or 

paste text into the provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your text to fit the title box. You 

can manually override this feature and change the size of your text.  

 

TIP : The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a logo by dragging and dropping it from your 

desktop, copy and paste or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be low quality when 

printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   

 

TIP :  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. 

Resize images proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the corner handles. For a professional-

looking poster, do not distort your images by enlarging them disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good they will print well.  
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QU I C K  S TA RT ( c o n t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the 

color theme of your choice. You can also create your own color theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working 

on the master be sure to go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-formatted placeholders for headers and text blocks. 

You can add more blocks by copying and pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box from 

the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to present.  

The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows and columns. You can also copy and a paste a 

table from Word or another PowerPoint document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-

CLICK > FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. Some reformatting may be required depending on 

how the original document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the column options available for this template. The 

poster columns can also be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be 

included. You can also delete them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to match the Page-

Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can also delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 
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• Collocations are considered to be a crucial component in the language use and a challenge to L2 learners of all 
proficiency levels (e.g. Granger & Bestgen, 2014; Schmitt, 2010). 

• Data-driven learning (DDL) approach: effective in language learning; but has so far not become one of 
mainstream teaching practice (e.g. Boulton 2010; Tribble, 2015). 

• Large-scale, quantitative studies evaluating the effectiveness and assessed the benefits of DDL in the 
acquisition of academic collocations are still limited in number when compared to a different method of 
teaching of collocations; but DDL-based results overall promising (Boulton & Cobb, 2017).  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH DESIGN 

RESULTS 

1. Comparison of the corpus-based tools from the results of the collocation tests: no significantly difference 
between using #LancsBox and online OCD in collocation learning t(25)=.852, p=.403.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The learners’ attitudes towards using #LancsBox and online OCD in collocation learning were mostly positive. 
While DDL group had some reservation about learning collocations during writing, the majority of learners in 
OCD group showed the positive attitudes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(*Mean score based on 5-point scale: 1 = strongly disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = neutral, 4 = agree, 5 = strongly agree)  

WHAT NEXT – MAIN STUDY 
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Research aim: This study seeks to evaluate the effect of corpus-based tools (#LancsBox and OCD) on the 
acquisition of academic collocations by advanced Chinese learners of English. 
 

Research questions:  

1. What is the effect of using #LancsBox (inductive DDL) and online Oxford Collocations Dictionary (OCD) (online 
dictionary) on the acquisition of academic collocations?  

2. Do corpus-based tools (#LancsBox and online OCD) have an effect on learners’ understanding of academic 
collocations?  

3. What are learners’ attitudes towards using #LancsBox (inductive DDL) and online OCD (online dictionary)? 

 

Research design:  

 Participants: 27 third-year English-major undergraduates from a mid-east Chinese university (14 learners in 
DDL group; 13 in OCD group).  

 Tools: #LancsBox (GraphColl module) Version 2.0 (Brezina, McEnery & Wattam, 2015) and online Oxford 
Collocations Dictionary (OCD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(Screenshots of Graphcoll in #LancsBox and online OCD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Instrument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Procedure: five weeks, 8 sessions 

Lancaster University, UK 

Tanjun Liu (t.liu2@lancaster.ac.uk)  

Evaluating the effect of data-driven learning (DDL) on the acquisition 
of academic collocations by advanced Chinese learners of English 

Group N Pre-collocation 
test 

Post-collocation 
test  

df t 95% Confidence interval p 

  
M  SD M  SD Lower Upper 

DDL 14 59.8  8.54 61.6    7.44 13 -.848 -6.33 2.76 .412 

OCD 13 66.4  6.64 63.9  6.86 12 1.448 -1.28 6.36 .173 

Pilot study: 
test the 
software and 
instrument;  
 
 

Changes  

Category DDL group (#LancsBox) OCD group (online Oxford Collocations 
Dictionary) 

Agree or 
strongly agree 
(%) 

Disagree or 
strongly 
disagree (%) 

M* SD Agree or 
strongly agree 
(%) 

Disagree or 
strongly 
disagree (%) 

M SD 

I think the corpus-
based tools are helpful 
in learning collocations 

85.7 0 4.07 0.62 69.3 7.7 3.85 0.90 

I think the corpus-
based tools are helpful 
in learning collocations 
during my writing  

57.2 14.3 3.71 1.07 84.5 7.7 3.92 0.76 

I will keep using the 
corpus-based tools in 
my future language 
learning 

71.4 7.1 3.79 1.05 84.7 7.7 4.15 0.90 

I still have problems in 
using the corpus-based 
tools 

28.6 42.9 2.86 0.86 30.8 53.8 1.03 2.69 

• The importance of (academic) collocations:  
 Ubiquitous in language use, both in spoken and written discourse 
 Integral component of vocabulary acquisition 
 Contribute to the fluent production and effective communication 
 Indicator of the native-like language proficiency 

Research questions 

(RQs) 

Instruments 

RQ1  Pre- and post-collocation tests; the writing tasks  

RQ2 Pre-treatment questionnaire; post-treatment questionnaire 

RQ3 Post-treatment questionnaire; semi-structured interview 

 

 Research aim: Evaluating effectiveness of using DDL (#LancsBox) & the collocation dictionary (OCD) on the 
acquisition of academic collocations, compared with a control group (traditional writing class) 

 Participants: 120 third-year English-major undergraduates from a middle-east Chinese university.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Procedure: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stages Weeks Instruments	

Before	the	treatment	 Week	1 • The	pre-treatment	questionnaire
• The	proficiency	test	(TEM-4)
• The	collocation	test
• The	writing	task

During	the	treatment	 Week	2-11 • Training	sessions
• Hands-on	practice	sessions	

After	the	treatment	 Week	12 • The	collocation	test	
• The	revision	writing	task
• The	pre-treatment	questionnaire
• The	semi-structured	interview

  DDL (using #LancsBox and BAWE) Oxford Collocations Dictionary 

Similarities corpus-based 

computer-based 

showing collocations clearly 

searching collocations by inserting node word 

 

Differences  including additional functionalities (e.g.  

KWIC) 

requiring importing the corpus before 

generating the collocations network 

generating two-word combinations by 

association measures, requiring learners 

to find acceptable collocations by 

themselves 

focusing on academic collocations 

having a paper version 

providing ready-to-use collocations  

 including both informal and formal 

collocations 

having been checked by native speakers 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

• Pre-treatment 
questionnaire 

• Placement test 

• Pre-collocation test 
• Writing task 

Before the 
treatment (Week 

One) 

• Training sessions 
• Hand-on practice 

sessions 

Treatment  

(Week 2-11) • Post-collocation test 
• Revision writing task 

• Post-treatment 
questionnaire 

• Semi-structured 
interview 

After the treatment 
(Week 12) 

The present small-scale study served as a pilot for the large-scale (main) study to be 
conducted soon (from September, 2017) 

DDL group OCD group Control group 

40 EFL learners 40 EFL learners 40 EFL learners 

Week One 

 
• Pre-collocation test 
• A writing task 

• Pre-treatment 
questionnaire  

Week Two 

• Training 

Session 1 (Wk1): Introduction, pre-collocation test, questionnaire, 
writing task 

Session 2-3 (Wk2): Training on using corpus-based tools 

Session 4-7 (Wk3-4): Practice workshops 

Session 8 (Wk5): Post-collocation test, questionnaire, revising 
writing task 

Five weeks later:  
• Delayed post-collocation test 
• Delayed writing task   

http://www.facebook.com/pages/PosterPresentationscom/217914411419?v=app_4949752878&ref=ts

